
 

 

 

 

YOUNEE 
 

Pioneer of “Free Classic & Jazz” 
 

“Younee is a musical phenomenon. 
 It almost cannot be true. But it is.”  

 
-Jazzthetik - 

 
The media adore her as a star pianist. Younee, composer and singer-songwriter from South Korea, 
has long left her mark, not only due to her unique and virtuoso piano playing. By means of her 
awesome power of improvisation and that exceptional gift of being able to improvise and to 
compose freely on a classical foundation, she has defined her very own type of style: Free Classic 
& Jazz! 
 

It is with Younee’s spontaneous and freely composed musical pieces during her breathtaking live 

appearances that she succeeds to win over her audiences again and again. As a result the double album 
Improvisations Live In Germany, featuring live recordings of her most exciting live compositions from her 
concerts between 2017 and 2022, was released in November 2024. 
 
The German media adored her and praised her as being the most innovative artist of her era. 
Her first two albums had taken the bestseller charts by storm, catapulting her to the No. 1 position. While 

her German debut album “Jugendstil” (2014) had still relied on Mozart, Beethoven, Rachmaninoff, and 

other “classics” as inspiration, Younee, on her next album “My Piano” (2016), by way of her incredible 

technique and 11 self-penned compositions, had virtually lit brilliant fireworks between furioso and 
pianissimo, taking the listener on a highly emotional journey into a new world of piano music. Down to the 
last note, everything happens intuitively, spontaneously, unexpectedly without ever slipping into the realm 

of “kitsch” or hiding behind a virtuosity because of virtuosity’s sake. “That’s me” says Younee, who has 

made her current home in Bavaria. The manner in which Younee presents her music to a live audience 
does not only have its charm, each time it is as if she were reinventing her own music over again. Quote: 
"My Piano" is a Keith Jarrett update in classical music" 
Younee appeals to a wide audience. Men, as well as women, young and old people alike! They are united 
by their love of listening to music. And that is all that is needed to fall in love with this artist who has recently 
been granted German citizenship. Younee, the classically trained Korean pianist, plays – almost – anything, 
and everything receives her very own stamp. Classic, blues, jazz, or pop melodies, and, yes, sometimes 
she even sings with a voice that gets under your skin. She presents all of that filled with passionate 
radiance and charm. 
Already at the age of five, Younee had started playing the piano and inventing her own little melodies, as 
she has later mentioned in an interview. She has maintained and improved that ability during her 



 

 

subsequent music studies in Seoul. Today, she ranks among the few international female pianists who can 
handle the classical métier equally well as she does jazz and improvisation.  
On My Piano, she broadened this diversity even further, and now with her latest album Improvisations Live 
In Germany, she continues to push these boundaries. 
 
You get a taste of rousing stride piano as well as of classic, blues, pop, and jazz. Furious runs and fugue 
themes give witness of the remarkable strength of her themes and songs. They are all self-penned, and 
they underline how superficial that obsession with categorization and differentiation may prove time and 
time again. 
With aplomb and her precise way of playing she casts aside all stylistic boundaries, makes music out of 
pure passion and for the love of her audience. 
Before Younee left her home country to further develop in England and Europe, she had already gained 
star- status as a singer-songwriter and composer in South Korea. She has written a string of hits for 
Korean, songs for pop and rock artists, as well as hits for herself. In England, she used to play with jazz 
greats, such as Gary Husband, Nigel Hitchcock, Richard Cottle, and Derek Watkins, and she was invited to 

the illustrious circle of pianists who have the privilege of performing at the “Steinway Festival”. She was also 

invited to perform on Steinway SpirioCast, the exclusive high-tech concert platform by the world-renowned 
piano maker Steinway. 
 
 
The way Younee performs her music live for her audience is not only extremely charming, but it's like she's 
reinventing her music every single time. She has also appeared on numerous stages, both at classical 
concerts and at jazz festivals and in concert halls such as the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival, Kissinger 
Sommer, Beethoven Festival, Leverkusen Jazz Days, Jazzopen Stuttgart, Dresden Jazz Days, Görlitz Jazz 
Days, Da Jazz Festival Switzerland, Woman in Jazz, Elbphilharmonie, Steinway SpirioCast and many 
more. 
 

 
 

NEW CD RELEASE YOUNEE “LIVE IN GERMANY” 2024 
 

 

Germany - Quote from television, radio, magazine and newspapers 

 

Downbeat 
"...her formidable technique and florid sensibility…"  

 

Süddeutsche Zeitung 
“Having relocated to Germany, she began to pool all her abilities and passion in her playing: the classical technique 
and use of form, the melodic power of pop, as well as rhythmic finesse and improvisational freedom of jazz. Only a 
very few classical pianists are able to improvise. Younee handles this with equal virtuosity as she works with pop 
melodies. “ 



 

 

Bonner Generalanzeiger 
“A beautifully composed amalgam of classic, jazz, and pop, first-rate quality paired with feeling for moments and 
development, grand emotion, and naturalness. Again and again, she will listen in to the well-constructed harmony, 
letting herself get inspired to freely improvised pieces. The audience is blown away. “ 
 
dpa Deutsche Presse-Agentur 
"Younee composes, improvises, sings, plays the piano – and all of that convincingly.” 
"Younee doesn’t need 'The X Factor' or 'The Wow Factor’ because she is youneeQue." 

ARD/Kultur-Tipp: 
“It sounds modern and jazzy. Here, you will find no saccharine pop, no fabric softener…. THANK YOU! “ 
 
ZDF/MoMa: 
“Younee from South Korea is a real superstar over there, mixing classical music with blues and jazz! “ 
 
ARD/Klick-Klack 
“Younee is a real crossover artist. Intuitively, she blends classical, pop, and jazz. “ 

 

Stern 
"Melody crazy multi-talent: Younee with 'My Piano'. 
Star-pianist Younee succeeds again with her second self-penned album as a singer and songwriter. With 'My Piano' 
she shows her expertise as a composer, artist, and singer." 
 
Nürnberger Nachrichten: 
“Younee is a phenomenon: the pianist with breathtaking touch and a gravity-defying dexterity alternates effortlessly 
between classical, jazz, and pop. “ 

Jazzthetik 
"Younee is a musical phenomenon." 
"This cannot be true. But then again it is." 
 
Crescendo 
"From vocally melodic to rock/funk, this pianist arouses all facettes with stylistic confidence, always adding classical 
virtuosity and technical perfection. A refreshing and lively musical encounter!" 

Jazzthing 
"Playful, melody loving, and extremely nimble-fingered, Younee creates emotional moments full of beauty, from 
dreamy to furious, but always sounding absolutely natural." 

Jazzpodium 
"... that this is a multi-talent at the grand piano one enjoys listening intently to during her spontaneous improvisation 
without losing track of the harmonies." 
 
Nordwestradio 
Dr. Wolfgang Rumpf (Music editor at Nordwestradio Kultursender Radio Bremen): 
“...Younee´s CD “My Piano” is a Keith Jarrett update in classical music...” 
 
Concerti August 
"Younee is tearing down all formerly existing categories of jazz, classical, and crossover with her forceful, yet pensive 
improvisations." 
 
Bonner Rundschau 
“In Younee’s accentuated piano playing everything is fully intuitive, spontaneous, and – above all – unexpected … 
sometimes, it will seem, also to herself. Hard to believe what is happening at that piano. She took the audience by 



 

 

storm.” 
 
Bonner Generalanzeiger 
Younee is an imaginative and versatile pianist, as well as an accomplished composer, and she even sings on the 
bonus-live-CD, and very well at that:„Younee’s current CD ›My Piano‹ intensifies the listening pleasure and 
introduces us to the work of a pianist, who won’t deny her classical training, searches a proximity to pop, rock, and 
jazz, shows great insight in the blues, and has a heart for new music.” 

 
 
TV 
Younee presented her new album 'My Piano' on German main TV ZDF/ARD “Morgenmagazin” 
https://youtu.be/rMQqXHa6COc 

ARD/BR „Puzzle“: https://youtu.be/7fJ6YkFx2CE 

ARD/BR „Frankenschau“: https://youtu.be/WYQqTH1C6uU 

WDR “Westart Live”: https://youtu.be/g3cGsHIBToo 
 
ARD/BR „Abendschau“: https://youtu.be/XCqrSQ0F73A 
 
ARD/ZDF “Morgenmagazin”: Official CD release „Jugendstil” https://youtu.be/r0B92Nlqk-I 

ARD/BR “Klick Klack”: Interview before the concert at Munich https://youtu.be/A4Dr6FTnBA4 

ARD/BR „Klick Klack“: CD release „Jugendstil” https://youtu.be/7FtaZ-zh1XU 

 
Younee live at Jazz events: 

"Women In Jazz https://youtu.be/1Hq4ZPmJ-fQ 
 
“Jazz Open Stuttgart” /unpublished/for promotion only https://youtu.be/v7H YSntVQ 
 
“Palatia Jazz Festival” / unpublished/for promotion only https://youtu.be/dscCr_24kDM 
 
„Open Air Lichtenfels“ https://youtu.be/qz654xFV59E 
 
„Ingolstaedter Jazztage Festival“ https://youtu.be/ieaZkEYc1_Q 

Younee Live at Hamburg “Fabrik” https://youtu.be/_vCNM6QEh0A 
 
„Jazz First Fuerstenfeld“ (Munich) https://youtu.be/yuL6AFSQm2w 

 
Younee live at classical and special events: 

Younee Live at “IHM Munich” https://youtu.be/ewsU5uv9xd4 

„Schleswig-Holstein Musik Fesitval“ https://youtu.be/RbL3NDiqWLg 
 
“Bonn Beethoven Festival” https://youtu.be/eQBbWNnNVbo 
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„Kissinger Sommer Festival“ https://youtu.be/gUMc6JHHTw4 

“Frankfurter Hof” https://youtu.be/TQkdqvjQlLI 

 

Special 
 

유니 독일활동 (PR) 

https://youtu.be/l-dRD0fYuWQ 

Korean KBS 저널리즘토크쇼 J 라이브 

(00:28 부터 시작) 

https://youtu.be/bM-E1GeoPNo 
 
 
 
유럽을 매혹시킨피아니스트이자 싱어송라이터 "유니“ 

독일 언론에서 ‘Free Classic And Jazz라는 장르를 개척한 이 시대의 가장 혁신적인 아티스트’라는 극찬을 받으며 독일 

클래식과 재즈 음악계에 새로운 바람을 일으키고 있는 유니. 데뷔 앨범 <유겐트슈틸>과 새 앨범 <마이 피아노> 모두 독일 

음반 차트 1위에 오르며 유럽인들에게 새로운 스타일의 음악으로 감동을 주고 있는 그녀를 만났다.에디터 조연정 포토그래퍼 이나영 

https://younee.com/text2016/Discographie_DEN-Magazin.pdf 

 

„Jugendstil“Younee German Debut Album (EPK)             
https://youtu.be/FoH7c0dW1AY 
 

“My Piano” Younee German 2nd Album  
https://youtu.be/-YfXYueLPpY?si=-cHm4nlbeTXld5Wo 

 
"Improvisations Live In Germamy" (EPK)  
 https://youtu.be/EBEOwQxQkIg?si=oYQjqqd-R-is-yyV 

About Younee : 

Homepage: www.younee.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/youneemusic 
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Youtube: www.youtube.com/YOUNEEmusic 
Instagram : www.instagram.com/youneemusic 

 

Management Team :  
Fulminantmusic GmbH  
Herrnberchtheim 50, 
97258, Ippesheim, Germany  
 
Email : fulminant.management@younee.com 

http://www.youtube.com/YOUNEEmusic
http://www.instagram.com/youneemusic

